Testing :

TIKI Navionics Gold

TIKI Navigator Pro has been on the market for five years and
is probably Norway’ s most popular chart program for PC.
TIKI Navionics Gold is an entirely new version in that it is
based on the world-wide and highly regarded Navionics
vector chart s. The program has an impressive functionality
is reasonably priced, easy to learn and fun to use

Text: Terje Bolstad

TYPICAL SCREEN PICTURE: The boat (red symbol) moves toward route point 1 - in simulator mode. The chart is oriented with north

up and with maximum forward field of vision.
wing, among other things, speed and course over ground. The dat

Around the boat are (blue) AIS object s. On the right hand side you find dat

a boxes sho -
a boxes can be hidden so that the chart occupies the entire screen.
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PICTURES:

One of TIKI's many fancy
features - you can attach up to
3 pictures to any wapyoint.

his is a trend-setting product.

If all producers of navigation

software had first learned to use

TIKI, maybe we could have

avoided many of the inferior
products that exist on the market.
We have had no problems whatsoever Witk
Navionics Gold. Installation, licensing, start-up
and use went like a dream and we cannot recal
having been this satisfied with a navigation
product of this type earlier

TWO PRODUCTS
We are among the first to teBiKI Navionics
Gold, which is designed for use of Navionics
vector chartsTIKI Navigator Pro still exists and

uses the BSB and MNligital raster charts. In a
navigation perspective the two chart types are
quite similar but the Navionics charts provide a
lot of additional features - particularly regarding
harbour information and personal choice as to
what is shown on the chafitlKl Navionics Gold
shows only one chart screen based on Navionid
charts whileTIKI Navigatior Pro can show three
chart windows based on raster charts. On the
other hand, witfTIKI Navionics Gold the chart
can be oriented with "Course up”, a feature not
available inTIKI Navigation Pro.

TUTORIAL: The first three times you
start the program, this very useful
tutorial is displayed on the screen.
You learn to use TIKI in 29 short,
pedagogical lessons.

The tutorial can be called up any time
later when needed.

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
The program can be downloaded fratKl’ s
website wwwtiki-navigatorcom, and can be
installed and tested before you decide to buy it.
With no connection to a GPS it starts up in sim

CHART PANEL: This is one of TIKI's
small strokes of genius; with the chart
panel you can control practically eve-
rything on the chart. The red centre
button will always bring you back to
the boat’s position. At the top of the
panel you can select chart sizes from
1 to 32 nautical miles with one click.
Alternatively you can zoom in and out
by using the buttons to the left. The
chart can be moved with the arrows,
or by holding down the left mouse
button. By clicking Info button, chart
information will be displayed for the
area where you click.

lator mode where the boat is on a preset route ¢
a real chart. It should therefore be easy to learn
If you decide to buyyou will simply receive a
licence code and there is no need to download
program again.

FUNCTION KEYS: Yet another set of function keys will be displayed when you
move the marker down to the left hand corner.



THIS REVIEW HAS BEEN
TRANSLATED

FROM NORWEGIAN
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FIND: One of TIKI's many practical

pop-up tool panels.
PORT INFO: When you click on
the port symbol by Holmestrand,
information about Holmestrand is
displayed in the window. In the

upper left corner you can for
example call up addresses and
telephone numbers for businesses
and restaurants. In the lower left
MAIN MENU: corner you can call up two diffe-
Appears when you rent photos of the port.
move the marker to The camera locations are shown
the right edge of the by green camera symbols on the
screen. chart. When you click on "Show
Pilot Book”, you will get a pilot’s
description and lists of lights and
buoys for the area. This is one of
the better examples of what this
type of port information in
SELECT LEVEL OF DETAIL: You Navionics charts may contain.
can decide what to display on each

of the chart’s five levels of detail, BOAT MENU: One of TIKI's contex-

such as navigation aids, light tual menus. Appears when you
sectors, safety depth setting, etc. click on the boat.

MOUSE HELP: Regardless of what the
marker is pointing at, the mouse help
window will tell you what the mouse
buttons can be used for. When the
marker is placed somewhere on the
chart, you will for instance see that
holding down the right mouse button
will enlarge the chart area immediately
around the marker. The mouse help is
also one of the reasons that TIKI is
easy to learn. You can turn it on / off
with function key 1.

"ALL YOU NEED” PLUS: Sjokartverkes digital chart database.
TIKI has practically all you expect from _ ) They consist of many layers that give you
chart and navigation software for a PC. §#,'f;'f§i'r?i;’fd the option to decide what you want to hide
Among all the various functions, let me Comprehensive functionality or display The chart can be rotated to
emphasise simple navigation with course| Stable and faultless show “course up”. Howevgethe quality of
points and routes and a simple one click MINUS: the port information varied consideraply
direct route AlS, autopilot control, simu ) from "missing” to "approved”.

. Cumbersome transfer of routes and ..

lator mode, automatic/manual log, manual aypoints from / to GPS The Navionics charts do not seem to be
bearings, screen dimmer for night sailing,| requires xP, Vista or Win 7 entirely seamless; some places you may
alarms (with or without sound), MOB (will not run on Windows 2000) find that the waters ahead are not display
function, tracking, display of log data, ed until you get over on a new chart.
wind, depth sounder and compagkere NAVIONICS CHARTS
is also dead reckoning (if the GPS fails) —Navionics charts come in two versions;
and a variety of support menus. Gold and Platinum. Gold covers dgr

areas (for example all of Norway on one

The weakest functions in the program arechip), while the somewhat more expensive

those for transfer of routes and course  Platinum charts will contain a lot of

points to and from a GP$hese functions extras, such as port photos, pilot book and

are used primarily by those who still use a3D chartsTIKI Navionics Gold can use

chart program for planning purposes and both Gold and Platinum charts, but does

transfer routes and waypoints to the GPS not show 3DThe Navionics vector charts

before the tripWhen underwaythe nav | looked at in this test were good and

gation will be performed with a GPS and appeared to be recently updatétese are -~ arT READER: Navionics charts are

paper charts and downloaded routes and relatively inexpensive charts that can be sold on chart chips. They can be used on a

waypoints. bought on special memory chighe ;ito;‘;ﬁ na 'B‘S;":’O”Q;th'\é'r“wﬁsrﬁ]siﬁgretrs'
same charts can also be used in chart pIOIThe chart reader must be connected to the
ters.These charts are based on PC while TIKI is running.



